
 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                 Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel  

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019  

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-01 Headcount 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for the Department’s changes in headcount projected for 2020. 

 

In 2020, the Department of Law projects a total headcount of 411 full-time employees, which is a 

decrease of three full-time employees from 2019. When paid law clerks are included in the 

Department’s employee count, the Department has 450 employees. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  
                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Mark A. Flessner 
  Corporation Counsel  
  
CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 
                 Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
  
Date:  November 13, 2019 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  31-02 Funded Vacancies 
 
The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 
November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   
 
Alderman Reilly asked for the Department’s funded vacancies for 2020 and a breakdown of those 
vacancies. 
 
A list of the Department’s funded vacancies for 2020 is attached. 
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 















 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel  

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-03 Cut Vacancies 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for the number of vacancies being eliminated from the Department’s 2020 

budget by position/job title. 

 

The Department’s 2020 budget request eliminated nine vacancies: 

o 1 Inquiry Aide III (Torts Division) 

o 1 Administrative Assistant III (Building & License Enforcement Division) 

o 1 Administrative Assistant II (Collections, Ownership & Administrative Litigation 

Division) 

o 1 Legal Secretary (Federal Civil Rights Litigation Division) 

o 2 ACC II (Revenue Litigation) 

o 1 ACC III (Constitutional + Commercial Litigation) 

o 1 ACC III (Torts Division) – Note that the 2020 Budget Recommendation shows 

this vacancy in Torts, but the Department has requested a technical amendment to 

move it to Constitutional & Commercial Litigation 

o 1 ACC II (Aviation, Environmental, Regulatory & Contracts Division) 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-04 Non-Union Salary Increases 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for the number of non-union employees receiving salary increases in 2020. 

 

In 2020, 153 non-union attorneys will receive salary increases throughout the year as a part of the 

Department’s approved salary schedule. The schedule, which grants raises to attorneys at certain 

points in their City employment, assists the Department with recruiting talented attorneys and 

keeping them from leaving for more lucrative positions in the private sector. As private sector 

salaries have risen exponentially in recent years, this schedule offers certainty for attorneys who 

choose to remain in the public sector despite the stark and increasing difference in salaries.  The 

schedule is similar to those that apply to employees throughout the City.  

  

In 2020, nine Assistant Corporation Counsels will receive salary increases when they are promoted 

to the title of Assistant Corporation Counsel-Senior.  Under a promotional policy approved by the 

Office of Budget & Management, Assistant Corporation Counsels may be promoted--upon the 

recommendation of their deputies and approval by the Corporation Counsel and the Budget 

Director, once they reach a number of years of legal practice and years of service to the City.  Like 

the aforementioned salary schedule, the ability to promote Assistant Corporation Counsels assists 

the Department with recruitment and retention of talented and dedicated attorneys. 

 



 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-05 Outsourced Services 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for a description of outsourced services projected for 2020. 

 

In 2020, the Department of Law will continue to outsource its third-party claims administration, 

which includes claims adjustments and litigation support.  Housed within the Department’s Torts 

Division, the claims administrator gathers and analyzes information from claimants and City 

departments, prepares written evaluations and recommendations to DOL regarding whether to 

accept or deny individual claims, and processes payments on any settled claims. The Department 

will also continue to outsource its messenger and copy services under an existing contract with 

Newmark Grubb & Ellis and utilize Greater Illinois Title to perform necessary title searches. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel  

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-06 Savings Zero-Based Budgeting 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for a list of savings and cost-efficiencies achieved due to zero-based 

budgeting. 

 

As a result of zero-based budgeting, the Department was able to reduce its 2020 budget request 

from 2019 in several accounts including court reporting ($25,268 savings), legal expenses 

($22,450), lease and purchase of equipment ($10,000), repair and maintenance of equipment 

($474), dues and subscriptions ($6,101), and stationary and office supplies ($12,198).  The 

Department will monitor its expenses throughout 2020 and further evaluate its internal processes 

in order to find additional savings and cost efficiencies.  

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark. A Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-07 Law Clerks 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for the total number of law clerks for 2018 versus 2019 and staffing plans 

for 2020. 

 

In 2018, the Department employed 22 law clerks, and as of September 30, 2019, the Department 

employed 39 law clerks. In 2020, the Department anticipates employing approximately the same 

number of law clerks as it did in 2019, depending on operational needs.  Law clerks continue to 

play an important role in staffing the Department’s Building and License Enforcement Division 

and the Legal Information and Prosecutions Division. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  
                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Mark A. Flessner 
  Corporation Counsel 
  
CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 
                 Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Date:  November 13, 2019 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  31-08 Outside Counsel Spend 
 
The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 
November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   
 
Alderman Reilly asked for a list of law firms serving as outside counsel, ranked in order of 
compensation. 
 
A list of outside counsel working for the City in 2019, ranked in order of total dollars paid as of 
October 25, 2019, is attached. 
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



Law Firm Name Amount

Hale & Monico LLC $3,665,129

The Sotos Law Firm, P.C. $2,834,162

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP $2,535,529

Rock Fusco & Connelly, LLC $1,835,444

Borkan & Scahill, Ltd. $1,678,878

Nathan & Kamionski LLP $1,537,437

Jackson Lewis P.C. $1,312,994

Reiter Burns LLP $1,302,444

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP $1,149,539

Neal & Leroy, LLC $887,766

Leinenweber Baroni & Daffada LLC $844,173

Querrey & Harrow LTD $812,358

Greenberg Traurig $666,568

Ravitz & Palles P.C. $654,221

Laner Muchin, Ltd. $604,202

Franczek P.C. $588,302

Johnson & Bell, Ltd. $580,673

Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP $458,096

Foley & Lardner LLP $395,885

Thompson Coburn LLP $365,494

Schiff Hardin LLP, Chicago $326,042

Robbins Schwartz $320,528

Richard J. Prendergast Ltd. $277,126

Mayer Brown LLP $276,467

JBR Law Group LLC $237,073

Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A. $236,255

Dykema Gossett PLLC $213,812

Bracewell LLP $211,511

Ruberry, Stalmack & Garvey, LLC $168,625

Meyer & O'Connor $158,066

Ancel Glink, P.C. $143,935

Jones Day $140,534

Salvatore Prescott & Porter, PLLC $138,186

John McDonough, Attorney at Law $126,527

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP $97,640

Kaplan, Kirsch & Rockwell $91,366

Burke Burns & Pinelli, Ltd. $91,279

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP $84,762

Hinshaw & Culbertson $77,432

Hartigan & O'Connor $76,973

Robert Bastone $72,000

DEPARTMENT OF LAW

OUTSIDE COUNSEL APPROVED BILLINGS AS OF 10/25/19

(NON-BOND MATTERS)



Cotsirilos Tighe Streicker Poulos & Campbell $66,269

O'Connor & Battle, LLP $60,976

Fox Rothschild LLP $57,835

Anderson Kreiger $57,248

Del Galdo Law Group, LLC $54,784

MastersLaw $35,778

Karen M. Coppa LLC $35,125

McDermott Will & Emery LLP $34,751

Pugh, Jones & Johnson $33,444

The Farhavar Law Group $20,950

Charity & Associates, P.C. $18,143

Holland & Knight $14,402

Grant Law, LLC $13,300

Kulwin, Masciopinto & Kulwin, LLP $13,015

Christopher Torem, Esq. $12,475

Mathewson Right of Way Company $11,410

Jeffrey A. Burger, Attorney at Law $10,600

Laurie & Brennan LLP $8,963

Robbins, Salomon & Patt, Ltd. $8,639

Law Office of Lynn Mitchell $7,735

Perkins Coie LLP $7,375

Cotillas and Associates $6,850

Mullen Coughlin $6,750

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr $6,445

Johnson, Jones, Snelling, Gibert & Davis $6,372

Naomi Avendano, Esq. $6,125

Tristan & Cervantes $5,019

Lazaro Law Group, LLC $3,232

Feldesman, Tucker, Leifer, Fidell $1,888

Barnes & Thornburg LLP $1,353

Moss & Barnett $862

Quarles & Brady, LLP $561

Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, Ltd. $83

SUBTOTAL $28,904,181

Law Firm Name Amount

Nixon Peabody $250,000

Chapman and Cutler LLP $202,500

Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. $175,000

Pugh Jones & Johnson/ $167,500

Cotillas & Associates $125,000

Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP $125,000

Mayer Brown LLP $112,500

Zuber Lawler & Del Duca $86,000

Thompson Coburn LLP $33,750

BOND MATTERS



Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP $15,000

Kutak Rock $15,000

Schiff Hardin $10,000

Reyes Kurson $5,000

SUBTOTAL $1,322,250

TOTAL $30,226,431
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DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-09 Outside Counsel 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for a list of cases handled by outside counsel by type. 

 

According to the Department’s outside counsel management system, there are 786 active matters 

currently being handled by outside counsel. Some active matters are umbrella outside counsel 

agreements pursuant to which legal services are only periodically provided.  The following chart 

provides a breakdown of the Department’s 786 active outside counsel matters by type: 

 

Matter Type Number 
Administrative 25 
Aviation: Contract 5 
Aviation: Intellectual Property 14 
Aviation: Land Use 4 
Aviation: Legal Consult 20 
Aviation: Litigation 2 
Bankruptcy 1 
Commercial Litigation 8 

Contract 2 



 

Contract / Litigation 2 
CPD: Administrative 1 
CPD: Excessive Force / Minor 33 
CPD: Excessive Force / Serious 23 
CPD: Extended Detention 8 
CPD: Failure to Provide Medical 
Care 9 
CPD: False Arrest 34 
CPD: Illegal Search / Seizure 37 
CPD: Malicious Prosecution 17 
CPD: Other Police Misconduct 11 
CPD: Police Board 18 
CPD: Police Practice 12 
CPD: Reversed Conviction 273 
CPD: Shooting Death 8 

Employment / Labor: Contract 19 
Employment / Labor: Litigation 96 
Financial 2 
Intellectual Property 24 
Legal Consult 29 
Litigation 16 
Real Estate/Land Use 22 
Regulatory 10 
Revenue Litigation 1 

  

  
In 2019, the Department opened 205 new matters with outside counsel, and the breakdown of those 

matters by type is as follows: 

 

Matter Type Number 
Administrative 7 
Aviation: Legal Consult 6 
Commercial Litigation 2 

CPD: Excessive Force / Minor 4 
CPD: Excessive Force / Serious 5 
CPD: False Arrest 7 
CPD: Illegal Search / Seizure 16 
CPD: Malicious Prosecution 6 
CPD: Other Police Misconduct 5 
CPD: Police Board 5 
CPD: Police Practice 3 
CPD: Reversed Conviction 91 
CPD: Shooting Death 1 
Employment / Labor: Contract 3 

Employment / Labor: Litigation 27 



 

Intellectual Property 4 
Real Estate/Land Use 3 
Legal Consult 8 
Regulatory 2 
TOTAL 205 

 

Please note that the Law Department is currently handling reverse conviction cases from 107 

plaintiffs.  The number of matters reflect the number of defendants, which include the City and 

named police officers. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 
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To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-10 Internal v OC Cases  

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for the number of cases handled internally by City lawyers versus the 

number of cases handled by outside counsel in 2018 & 2019 (YTD). 

 

The Department of Law cannot provide an accurate answer to this request because we do not track 

the number of cases that are “handled’ each year.  For example, some cases that are opened in one 

year are resolved that year, whereas other cases take multiple years to be concluded.   

   

The Department and the Administration share the concerns of City Council members about the 

volume and subsequent costs of cases that are handled by outside counsel. Historically, the Law 

Department has relied on outside counsel for its expertise and resources. In recent years these costs 

have increased while vacancies have also persisted and/or increased. The new Corporation 

Counsel, with the support of the Mayor’s Office and the Office of Budget and Management, has 

committed to hiring internal attorneys and filling vacancies instead of relying on outside counsel.  

Since City attorneys are much less expensive, this commitment should allow more cases to remain 

inside the Department of Law and reduce our spending on outside counsel. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 
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CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-11 ANOV Convictions 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for number of convictions secured on ANOVs at DOAH in 2018 and 2019 

(YTD) and provide the total number of ANOV cases adjudicated during the same time period. 

 

The Department of Law prosecutes many, but not all, Administrative Notices of Violation at the 

Department of Hearings. 

 

In some building code violation cases, compliance is not only a defense, it is also the primary goal. 

With regard to building code cases, attorneys work with building owners to ensure the violations 

are corrected and the property once again is compliant with the building code.  In some cases, it is 

counterproductive to fine buildings owners who are already struggling with the cost of an architect 

and/or contractors to correct building defects. 

 

In other cases, attorneys may come to terms on a fine amount as part of a settlement agreement 

with property owners, but due to the processing system at DOAH, it will appear that only a small 

number of violations were subject to fines while others were non-suited.  This may provide an 

incorrect impression that only these violations were corrected, when in fact all violations needed 

to be addressed and the fine amount represents a balance between the goal of compliance, deterring 



 

others from allowing buildings to fall into a state of disrepair, and recouping the city’s costs for 

enforcing the code through a fine. 

 

Since compliance is a defense, it is difficult to determine which cases could be considered a 

“conviction,” but any case that does not result in a default judgment results in a favorable outcome 

for the City – a correction of the issue and/or a fine.  

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  
                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Mark A. Flessner 
  Corporation Counsel 
  
CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 
                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Date:  November 13, 2019 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  31-12 Trip and Fall CBD 
 
The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 
November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   
 
Alderman Reilly asked for the number of “trip and fall” cases related to Public Right-of-Way in 
the Central Business District that were in 2018 and 2019 (YTD), along with the total costs of 
settlements and judgments to the City during those same periods. 
 
The database maintained by the Department of Law only tracks addresses for cases in which it has 
lost at trial or agreed to a settlement.  The attached report details all cases from 2018 and 2019, 
including those in the Central Business District.  Since every case is unique and presents separate 
and distinct legal challenges, the Department of Law does not track trip and fall cases by 
geographic area. 
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions 



Docket Number ANOV# Caption Phase Client 
Department

Category Role Main Assignee Disposition Disposition 
Date

Description

15L003739 Lilia Hernandez-
Kacynski v. City of 
Chicago

Closed Sewers, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GOLE, AARON M Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

05/04/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

15L005443 Patricia Tufenkjian 
v. City of Chicago, a 
municipal 
corporation, LaSalle 
Hotel Properties; 
LHO Chicago River, 
L.L.C.; and

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant SUN, YI (KAREN) Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

08/09/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

15L006135 Jacqueline Edelberg 
v. City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant WANGLER, 
DANIEL J.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

02/02/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

15L006603 Cynthia Hunter v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GERGENI, 
JOSEPH D

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

01/10/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

15L007583 Raquel Williams-
McKay v. City of 
Chicago and 
People's Gas Light 
and Coke Company

Closed Water 
Management, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant HELLER, 
LAUREN E

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

06/22/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

Division: Torts



15L008737 Barbara Chirillo v. 
City of Chicago, 
McDonald's 

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GARRETT, TINA 
L.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

02/16/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

15L010682 Marissa Robles v. 
City of Chicago and 
County of Cook

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GARRETT, TINA 
L.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

07/10/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

15L011845 Larry Strickland v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant PATEL, SHILPA A Civil Litigation - 
General:Arbitratio
n:Settled

02/16/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Arbitration:Settled

15L012004 Marla Moore  v. 
Chicago Housing 
Authority, City of 

Closed Sewers, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ZAPOTOCNY, 
EMILY C

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

01/18/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

15L012553 Ron Taylor v. City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ZAPOTOCNY, 
EMILY C

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

03/13/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme

 nt

15L012616 Paul Akins v. JC 
Decaux Chicago, 
LLC, ChicagoTransit 
Authority, City of 
Chicago and 
Chicago Park 
District

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GERGENI, 
JOSEPH D

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

02/26/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

15M1302425 Akenya Hillie v. City 
of Chicago and 
Faith-Walk Church 

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant BURKE, 
BARBARA A

Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgmen
t:Against City

02/23/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgment:Against 
City



16L000175 Katherine Ruark v. 
City of Chicago, BLK 
& WHT Valet, LLC 

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GERGENI, 
JOSEPH D

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

02/26/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L000256 Michael Orlando v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant SCHNEIDER, 
MARGARET E

Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgmen
t:On 
Verdict:Against 
City

03/12/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgment:On 
Verdict:Against City

16L000256 Michael Orlando v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant SCHNEIDER, 
MARGARET E

Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgmen
t:Against City

05/10/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgment:Against 

 City
16L000270 Richard L. Riles v. 

City of Chicago
Closed Transportation, 

Department Of
Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GARRETT, TINA 
L.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

04/24/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme

 nt

16L002083 Monique Lindstedt v. 
City of Chicago, a 
municipal 
corporation

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant BURKE, 
BARBARA A

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

02/13/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16L003220 Angela Ress v. City 
of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GOLE, AARON M Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

09/19/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L004628 Julie Pec v. City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GOLE, AARON M Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

03/19/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme

 nt



16L004705 Sandra Drumke v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant HARRISON, 
MARK D

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

02/28/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16L005228 Betty Jo Autry v. 
City of Chicago, a 
municipal 
corporation, County 

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant BURKE, 
BARBARA A

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

09/28/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L005795 Jannette Schneider 
v. City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant MURPHY, JULIE 
ANN

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

06/13/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16L006815 Gregory N. Wilkins 
v. City of Chicago, 
and Wojciech 
Jezewicz

Closed Water 
Management, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GARRETT, TINA 
L.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

12/12/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme

 nt

16L007128 Darnel Kelly v. City 
of Chicago

Closed Water 
Management, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant WANGLER, 
DANIEL J.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

05/22/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt



16L007347 Audrey Zenner v. 
City of Chicago

Open Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant SPENCER, 
SMITH

Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgmen
t:On 
Verdict:Against 
City

07/13/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Judgment:On 
Verdict:Against City

16L007605 Maria Andrey v. City 
of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GOLE, AARON M Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

05/03/2018

16L008348 Elizabeth Sporten v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GOLE, AARON M Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

06/21/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L009111 Oteziar Johnson v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant PATEL, SHILPA A Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

11/29/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16L009160 Shannah Sipp v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ZAPOTOCNY, 
EMILY C

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

09/20/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16L009509 Karel Ann Charley 
and Michael S. 
Charley v. City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GERGENI, 
JOSEPH D

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

02/13/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L009581 Patricia Casey v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GERGENI, 
JOSEPH D

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

10/02/2018 Civil Litigation - 
 General:Settled



16L009632 Doris Ezell-
Ferguson v. City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GOLE, AARON M Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

07/23/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L009701 Debra Hall v. City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant CAHILL, PETER T Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

03/18/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L009872 Claude Vogel v. City 
of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant SUN, YI (KAREN) Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

07/02/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16L010049 Lourdes Seranilla v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant SPENCER, 
SMITH

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

10/02/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16L010378 Kasandra 
Grandberry v. City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant CAHILL, PETER T Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

01/17/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L010894 Glenda Jones v. City 
of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GOLE, AARON M Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

06/03/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

16L011097 Monica Urizar v. City 
of Chicago

Closed Sewers, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant MURPHY, JULIE 
ANN

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

01/31/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

16M1302420 Kara Sheehy v. City 
of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant LONG, ALEXIS R Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

01/19/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

17L001080 Eileen Crowley v 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant BURKE, 
BARBARA A

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

06/08/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

17L001833 Douglas Thomsen v 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ZAPOTOCNY, 
EMILY C

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

02/26/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt



17L002087 Debra D. Parker v 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant GERGENI, 
JOSEPH D

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

04/25/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

17L002617 Linda Czarkowski v 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant WANGLER, 
DANIEL J.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

10/23/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

17L004224 Adrian Beason v 
City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ORMOND, 
JAMES F

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

02/08/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

17L004466 Nancy Bronstein 
and Mark Bronstein 
v City of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant BURKE, 
BARBARA A

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

07/01/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

17L004776 Rena Hales v City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ZAPOTOCNY, 
EMILY C

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

06/24/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

17L007561 Maria Espinoza v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Water 
Management, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ARGUETA, 
VICKIE

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

06/12/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme

 nt

17L007571 Celeste Garcia-
Morales v City of 
Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant ZAPOTOCNY, 
EMILY C

Civil Litigation - 
General:Finding:L
iable

07/26/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Finding:Liable

17L007616 Calvin Williams v. 
City of Chicago

Closed Water 
Management, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant SCHNEIDER, 
MARGARET E

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

08/02/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled



17M1301309 Krystina Roach, a 
minor by her mother 
Denise Wilson v City 
of Chicago

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant THOMAS, 
JOSEPH A

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

04/12/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt

17M1301309 Krystina Roach, a 
minor by her mother 
Denise Wilson v City 

Closed Transportation, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant THOMAS, 
JOSEPH A

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

04/25/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme

 nt
18L005666 Latanya Hankins v 

City of Chicago
Closed Transportation, 

Department Of
Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant WANGLER, 
DANIEL J.

Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

07/24/2019 Civil Litigation - 
General:Settled

18M1301269 Michael Yonts v City 
of Chicago

Closed Water 
Management, 
Department Of

Dispute:General:Torts:F
all Down

Defendant HELLER, 
LAUREN E

Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismisse
d:Settlement

10/02/2018 Civil Litigation - 
General:Dismissed:Settleme
nt





























































Total Amount Address PIN(s)
r

$40,000.00 OVERHILL & 
MYRTLE  , 

$1,000.00 333 N. 
DEARBORN , 

$5,000.00 FRANKLIN & 
RANDOLPH  , 

$25,000.00 PEARSON & 
MICHIGAN  , 

$8,000.00 7918 S. 
MARSHFIELD , 



$6,000.00 103200 S. 
KEDZIE , 

$15,500.00 13519 S. 
AVENUE L , 

$65,000.00 150 N. 
DEARBORN , 

$15,000.00 967 E. 132ND 
PLACE , 

$38,750.00 757 N. MICHIGAN 
, 

$10,000.00 Bus Shelter, 67th 
and Jeffrey Blvd.

$7,934.59 344 W. 77TH 
STREET , 



$380,000.00 ADDISON/HALST
ED/FREEMONT  , 

$135,000.00 7501 W. 
ADDISON , 

$1,426.10 7501 W. 
ADDISON , 

$60,000.00 80TH STREET & 
MAY  , 

$1,000.00 5 W. ONTARIO , 

$17,500.00 BERWYN & 
VIRGINIA  , 

$50,000.00 111 E. OHIO , 



$14,000.00 1444 W. FOSTER 
, 

$1,000.00 727 E. 111TH 
STREET , 

$50,000.00 3251 N. 
BROADWAY , 

$14,000.00 7538 S. NORMAL 
, 

$77,000.00 1443 S. 
KOSTNER , 



$5,000.00 RACINE & 
CONGRESS  , 

$41,500.00 1133 W. FULTON 
, 

$40,000.00 758 W. VAN 
BUREN , 

$15,000.00 7959 S. 
WESTERN , 

$20,000.00 FERDINAND & 
RIDGEWAY  , 

$250,000.00 450 N. MICHIGAN 
, 

$65,000.00 639 W. GRACE , 



$12,000.00 MADISON & 
CLINTON  , 

$45,000.00 AUSTIN & 
ARTHINGTON  , 

$1,000.00 12 W. MAPLE , 

$96,000.00 CANAL & ADAMS  
, 

$46,773.80 CICERO & 
CHICAGO AVE.  , 

$5,000.00 7935 S. 
COTTAGE 
GROVE , 

$20,000.00 4320 S. Campbell

$18,600.00 2908 S. LOWE , 

$9,000.00 949 N WILLARD 
CT, 

$15,000.00 2997 S. ARCHER 
AVE, 



$1,000.00 71ST AVE & 
STATE ST  , 

$85,000.00 E. WACKER & N. 
WABASH  , 

$5,000.00 3601 W 
AUGUSTA , 

$15,000.00 STATE & ERIE  , 

$20,000.00 28 E JACKSON 
ST, 

$6,000.00 3031 N KEATING 
, 

$395,032.68 5401 N ELSTON , 

$50,000.00 3045 W FIFTH 
AVE, 



$7,500.00 3145 W WARREN 
, 

$7,500.00 3145 W WARREN 
, 

$17,000.00 6311 S CALUMET 
, 

$1,750.00 63RD & KEDZIE  , 





























































 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:           The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:          Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-13 Problem Liquor Establishments 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Reilly asked for the typical staff costs in prosecuting problem liquor establishments 

such as Bottled Blonde. 

 

The costs of prosecuting violations against a liquor establishment vary greatly depending on a 

number of factors.  In the case of Bottled Blonde, the Department estimates that an Assistant 

Corporation Counsel-Senior, at a yearly salary of $130,020, spent approximately 65 percent of his 

time in 2018 and 2019 YTD litigating Bottled Blonde’s violations. A Deputy Corporation Counsel, 

at a yearly salary of $143,976, also spent numerous hours consulting on the litigation. 
 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-14 Blue Line 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Waguespack asked for the potential costs in prosecuting Blue Line for any violations of 

the Municipal Code. 

 

The costs of prosecuting violations against a liquor establishment vary greatly depending on 

several factors. For example, in the case of Bottled Blonde, the Department estimates that an 

Assistant Corporation Counsel-Senior, at a yearly salary of $130,020, spent approximately 65 

percent of his time in 2018 and 2019 YTD litigating Bottled Blonde’s violations. A Deputy 

Corporation Counsel, at a yearly salary of $143,976, also spent numerous hours consulting on the 

litigation. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-15 Tax Exemption 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Waguespack asked for the Department to describe its efforts to address owners of vacant 

or blighted properties who get tax exemptions, which perpetuate the blight. 

 

Article IX Section 6 of the Illinois Constitution authorizes the General Assembly to provide 

exemptions from property taxes for property used exclusively for educational, religious or 

charitable purposes, along with homestead exemptions for certain owner-occupied 

residential property.  The exemptions are detailed in the Property Tax Code, 35 ILCS 

200/15-35 through 15-185.  Applications for exemptions are administered by the Board of 

Review, with final determinations of eligibility made by the Illinois Department of 

Revenue.  35 ILCS 200/16-70.  Where a non-homestead exemption would reduce the 

assessed valuation of property by more than $100,000, taxing districts have a right to be 

heard by the Board of Review as to whether that property qualifies for an exemption.  Id.  

If a property in that category were vacant, it might not qualify for the exemption, as its 

owner might not be able to show that it was being used exclusively for educational, 

religious or charitable purposes.  Presumably, however, few properties would fall in that 

category and be vacant.  The Property Tax Code makes no reference to properties being 

disqualified from an exemption due to being blighted.  Adding such a provision would 

require action in Springfield. 



 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-16 Trip and Fall Citywide 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Thompson asked for the number of trip and fall cases citywide. 

 

In 2019, the City opened 109 trip and fall matters. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-17 Total ANOV’s 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Thompson asked for the number of ANOVs adjudicated at DOAH (YTD). 

 

The Department of Law does not have immediate access to this information. However, the 

Department is working with the Department of Administrative to provide an accurate response.  

The Department will supplement this response as soon as the information is available. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF  LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO  
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  

                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 

 

From:  Mark A. Flessner 

  Corporation Counsel 

  

CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 

                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 

 

Date:  November 13, 2019 

 

Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 

 

ID#:  31-18 OC MWBE Spread 

 

The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 

November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   

 

Alderman Ervin asked for the Department’s M/WBE spend on outside counsel. 

 

Through October 25, 2019, the Department of Law has spent $30,226,431 on outside counsel.  Of 

that amount, $551,301 (or 1.8%) has gone to Women Owned firms. A total of $2,437,436 (or 

8.1%) has gone to Minority Owned firms.  Of the Minority Owned firm spend, $1,181,128 (3.9%) 

has gone to African-American Owned firms, and $1,256,308 (4.2%) has gone to Hispanic Owned 

firms. 

 

As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  
                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Mark A. Flessner 
  Corporation Counsel 
  
CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 
                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Date:  November 13, 2019 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  31-19 Demolition Liens 
 
The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 
November 8, 2019 to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   
 
Alderman Ervin asked for a list of demolition liens filed in 2019 by location. 
 
A list of all demolition liens filed in 2019 is attached. The average time to complete a foreclosure 
is between 12-18 months. The amount of time can depend on the complexity of service issues, title 
issues and whether the foreclosure is contested. 
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



Demolition Liens Filed in 2019 as of 4:30 PM 11/08/2019

CaseNumber Address Filed on
14 M1 402052 6818 S Ada St. 1/2/2019
13 M1 401706 4230 W Wilcox St. 1/2/2019
13 M1 402570 11436 S Normal St. 1/2/2019
13 M1 403597 1252 W 72nd St. 1/2/2019
14 M1 400691 1246 W 72nd St. 1/2/2019
13 M1 401696 7135 S Wood St. 1/2/2019
16 M1 401900 5919 S Calumet Ave. 1/2/2019
14 M1 401729 922 N Lawndale Ave. 1/2/2019
14 M1 402003 924 N Lawndale Ave. 1/2/2019
17 M1 401612 1525 S Kildare Ave. 1/2/2019
13 M1 402964 7043 S Justine St. 1/2/2019
13 M1 401017 6736 S Langley 1/2/2019
14 M1 400180 3920 W Chicago Ave. 1/8/2019
14 M1 402969 618 S Kedvale Ave. 1/8/2019
15 M1 402029 614 E. 67th St. 1/8/2019
15 M1 402992 5348 S Princeton Ave. 1/8/2019
16 M1 400870 911 N Keystone Ave. 1/8/2019
13 M1 403599 1262 W 72nd St. 1/8/2019
13 M1 400954 1256 W 72nd St. 1/8/2019
16 M1 403020 11416 S Normal St. 1/8/2019
13 M1 402678 3007 E 79th Pl. 1/8/2019
14 M1 403352 5061-03 W Madison St. 1/10/2019
13 M1 402639 6017 S Elizabeth St. 1/10/2019
12 M1 401853 227 N Lavergne Ave. 1/10/2019
14 M1 403452 7013 S Damen Ave. 1/10/2019
13 M1 400559 4100 W 21st St. 1/22/2019
14 M1 400165 6619 S Langley Ave. 1/22/2019
11 M1 402719 536 N Springfield Ave. 1/29/2019
12 M1 403028 7131 S Winchester Ave. 1/29/2019
14 M1 401630 5023 S Carpenter St. 1/29/2019
09 M1 402662 6640 S Vernon Ave. 2/1/2019
11 M1 402760 3349 W Iowa St. 2/1/2019
11 M1 400666 438 N Avers Ave. 2/1/2019
11 M1 402304 728 N St Louis Ave. 2/1/2019
10 M1 402553 11126 S Halsted St. 2/1/2019
16 M1 403773 4549 W Washington Blvd. 2/1/2019
13 M1 402512 240 W 109th Pl. 2/1/2019
17 M1 400866 10019 S Perry Ave. 2/1/2019
11 M1 402971 1539 S Spaulding Ave. 2/1/2019
13 M1 402229 8945 S University Ave. 2/1/2019
12 M1 401610 11834 S Eggelston Ave. 2/1/2019
12 M1 401577 1022 N Lawler Ave. 2/1/2019
12 M1 402073 6519 S Peoria 2/1/2019
14 M1 401527 8220 S Halsted 2/1/2019
12 M1 403466 10815 S Avenue M 2/6/2019
13 M1 403215 11247 S Eggelston Ave. 2/6/2019
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Demolition Liens Filed in 2019 as of 4:30 PM 11/08/2019

15 M1 403005 7649 S Normal St. 2/6/2019
16 M1 401506 326 W 109th St. 2/6/2019
11 M1 402106 6810 S Sangamon St. 2/6/2019
12 M1 401494 243 W 108th Pl. 2/6/2019
16 M1 401092 248 W 109th St. 2/6/2019
16 M1 401623 11819 S Perry Ave. 2/6/2019
18 M1 401182 6839 S Jeffery Blvd. 2/6/2019
14 M1 402321 11013 S Halsted St 2/6/2019
14 M1 400116 6548 S Morgan St. 2/13/2019
17 M1 401938 845 W 54th St. 2/13/2019
14 M1 401166 3540 W Flournoy St. 2/20/2019
14 M1 402379 11140-42 S Stewart Ave. 2/20/2019
14 M1 401629 6814 S St. Lawrence Ave. 2/20/2019
13 M1 400076 6223 S Racine Ave. 2/20/2019
14 M1 401230 3036 W Flournoy St. 2/20/2019
13 M1 400549 6632 S Peoria St. 2/20/2019
16 M1 400955 4418 W Grenshaw St. 2/20/2019
12 M1 401070 4122 W Arthington St. 2/20/2019
13 M1 402404 17 W 110th St. 2/20/2019
17 M1 401707 6429 S Wolcott Ave. 2/20/2019
15 M1 403611 438 W 61st St. 2/20/2019
09 M1 403074 1051 N Lorel Ave. 2/25/2019
15 M1 402739 817 E. 76th St. 2/25/2019
16 M1 401082 149 W 109th St 2/25/2019
15 M1 401732 1957 E 93rd St. 2/25/2019
13 M1 403011 1649 S Avers Ave. 2/25/2019
15 M1 402187 8402 S Morgan St. 2/25/2019
12 M1 402769 11540-42 S Perry Ave. 2/25/2019
15 M1 403571 6453 S Wood St. 2/25/2019
16 M1 400461 1414 W 72nd Pl. 2/25/2019
15 M1 403108 131 E 104th Pl. 2/25/2019
12 M1 403482 7021 S Harper Ave. 2/25/2019
12 M1 403494 50 N Pine St. 2/28/2019
14 M1 403149 1529 S Tripp Ave. 2/28/2019
17 M1 401209 7918 S South Shore Dr. 2/28/2019
12 M1 403175 6545 S Langley Ave. 2/28/2019
15 M1 402632 6427 S Normal St. 2/28/2019
15 M1 402648 6646 S Honore St. 2/28/2019
13 M1 401857 2727 E 76th St. 2/28/2019
16 M1 400031 1054 E 93rd St. 3/8/2019
13 M1 400545 5953 S Bishop St. 3/8/2019
14 M1 400118 325 W 52nd St. 3/8/2019
14 M1 400494 7041 S Dante Ave. 3/8/2019
14 M1 400179 1933 S Trumbull Ave. 3/8/2019
12 M1 402070 6828 S Racine Ave. 3/8/2019
11 M1 402621 10529 S Bensley Ave. 3/14/2019
14 M1 400136 6215 S Hoyne Ave. 3/14/2019
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Demolition Liens Filed in 2019 as of 4:30 PM 11/08/2019

13 M1 401202 5832 S Lowe Ave. 3/14/2019
13 M1 401654 5014 S Hermitage Ave. 3/14/2019
13 M1 402405 24 W 110th St. 3/14/2019
17 M1 403080 4531 S Paulina St. 3/14/2019
18 M1 400690 4638 S Harding Ave. 3/14/2019
11 M1 401377 1752 W Cullerton St. 3/22/2019
14 M1 402137 9217 S Ellis Ave. 3/22/2019
13 M1 401871 38 W 110th St. 3/22/2019
17 M1 402424 6820 S Paulina St. 3/22/2019
13 M1 402339 8318 S Peoria St. 3/22/2019
14 M1 400310 8514 S Colfax Ave. 3/22/2019
16 M1 401881 5158 S Wood St. 3/22/2019
15 M1 402520 9635 S Crandon Ave. 3/22/2019
17 M1 400837 432 E 63rd St. 3/22/2019
17 M1 401773 3346-488 W 16th St. 3/22/2019
15 M1 403454 10428 S Ewing Ave. 3/22/2019
13 M1 401905 4403 W Thomas St. 3/22/2019
09 M1 402032 4838 S Forrestville Ave. 3/22/2019
11 M1 403425 317-21 N Pulaski 4/1/2019
11 M1 401863 5829 S Wabash Ave. 4/1/2019
17 M1 400278 1036 E 93rd St. 4/1/2019
15 M1 401654 7926 S Lowe Ave. 4/1/2019
14 M1 402792 4421 W Gladys Ave. 4/1/2019
11 M1 402040 7119 S Washtenaw Ave. 4/1/2019
13 M1 401851 7003 S Winchester Ave. 4/1/2019
13 M1 402142 10238 S Avenue G 4/1/2019
13 M1 403475 1114 N Keystone Ave. 4/1/2019
16 M1 403432 5001 W Chicago Ave 4/9/2019
10 M1 401503 2625 W Monroe St. 4/9/2019
12 M1 401679 952 N Hamlin Ave. 4/9/2019
12 M1 402359 8530 S Burnham Ave. 4/9/2019
08 M1 400299 1221 S Komensky Ave. 4/9/2019
17 M1 400908 5736 S Wolcott Ave. 4/9/2019
16 M1 401435 1543 S Kostner Ave. 4/9/2019
14 M1 403460 11157 S Parnell Ave. 4/9/2019
11 M1 402371 1507 E. 71st Pl. 4/9/2019
16 M1 401620 7859 S Coles Ave. 4/9/2019
14 M1 402283 6146 S Campbell St. 4/9/2019
13 M1 403033 7940 S Marquette Ave. 4/9/2019
16 M1 401019 8427 S Escanaba Ave. 4/9/2019
13 M1 401822 8142 S Escanaba Ave. 4/9/2019
13 M1 402360 10738 S Wabash Ave. 4/11/2019
14 M1 403613 3508-10 W Congress Pkwy. 4/11/2019
14 M1 401026 5721 S Elizabeth St. 4/11/2019
16 M1 402761 4723 S Princeton Ave. 4/11/2019
12 M1 402549 1238 S Keeler Ave. 4/11/2019
12 M1 402771 7417 S Racine Ave. 4/11/2019
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Demolition Liens Filed in 2019 as of 4:30 PM 11/08/2019

13 M1 402079 7915 S Woodlawn Ave. 4/11/2019
13 M1 401403 3716 W Douglas Blvd. 4/11/2019
17 M1 400188 5312 S Aberdeen St. 4/11/2019
12 M1 400356 511 W 123rd St. 4/30/2019
16 M1 401009 11125 S Eggelston Ave. 4/30/2019
11 M1 402133 8245 S Buffalo Ave. 4/30/2019
18 M1 400791 4031 W Adams St. 4/30/2019
14 M1 403711 8005 S Exchange Ave. 4/30/2019
14 M1 403816 12027 S Lowe Ave. 4/30/2019
11 M1 401758 8129 S Coles Ave. 4/30/2019
18 M1 400678 7412 S May St. 4/30/2019
15 M1 401458 1317 W 108th St. 5/15/2019
17 M1 402076 432 W 61st St. 5/15/2019
14 M1 403763 5250 S May St. 5/15/2019
15 M1 401858 6342 S Morgan St. 5/15/2019
12 M1 400300 940-42 W Marquette Rd. 5/30/2019
14 M1 401424 6325 S Fairfield Ave. 6/7/2019
15 M1 401573 2009 W 70th St. 6/7/2019
16 M1 402217 10840 S Morgan St. 6/7/2019
12 M1 401691 1112 S St. Louis Ave. 6/18/2019
16 M1 402502 8253 S Ada St 6/18/2019
13 M1 403217 11437 S Indiana Ave 6/18/2019
12 M1 402014 6232 S Paulina St. 6/18/2019
15 M1 403032 1418 S Sawyer Ave. 6/26/2019
18 M1 400758 1216 S Kedvale Ave 6/26/2019
15 M1 401715 381 E 69th St. 6/26/2019
16 M1 400038 5732 S Paulina St 6/26/2019
16 M1 400377 4250 S Wells St. 6/26/2019
17 M1 401980 11212 S Michigan Ave 7/8/2019
14 M1 403422 813 E 88th Pl. 7/8/2019
14 M1 401735 2734 W Maypole Ave 7/8/2019
16 M1 401846 6616 S Aberdeen St 7/8/2019
12 M1 402732 5141 S May St. 7/8/2019
15 M1 402332 5027 S Aberdeen St 7/8/2019
14 M1 403054 119 W 116th St. 7/8/2019
15 M1 400253 7941 S Union Ave. 7/8/2019
17 M1 401156 6520 S Wolcott Ave. 7/8/2019
14 M1 400308 10857 S Edbrooke Ave. 7/8/2019
13 M1 401673 6918 S Carpenter St 7/8/2019
14 M1 400363 12228 S Union Ave 7/15/2019
15 M1 401716 6623 S Perry Ave. 7/15/2019
14 M1 401041 5704 S Sangamon St. 7/15/2019
17 M1 401060 5811 S Wood St. 7/15/2019
12 M1 402681 7847 S Carpenter St. 7/15/2019
18 M1 400932 7240 S Sangamon St. 7/15/2019
16 M1 401687 6544 S Winchester Ave. 7/15/2019
15 M1 401286 6117 S Wood St. 7/15/2019
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Demolition Liens Filed in 2019 as of 4:30 PM 11/08/2019

17 M1 401148 6320 S Wolcott Ave 7/15/2019
16 M1 402023 6149 S Marshfield Ave. 7/15/2019
13 M1 402534 6003 S Honore St. 7/15/2019
17 M1 401175 6412 S Paulina St. 7/15/2019
13 M1 401736 9737 S Van Vlissingen Rd. 7/15/2019
17 M1 401945 5143 S May St. 7/19/2019
16 M1 402547 542-48 E 75th St. 7/19/2019
18 M1 400911 6501 S Wood St. 7/19/2019
15 M1 401143 8736 S Carpenter St 7/19/2019
13 M1 401655 6428 S Paulina St. 7/19/2019
14 M1 402710 5408 W Adams St. 7/19/2019
18 M1 400904 6638 S Paulina St. 7/19/2019
18 M1 401761 8756 S Marquette Ave. 7/19/2019
18 M1 402834 6915 S Sangamon St 7/19/2019
17 M1 401063 6421 S Paulina St. 8/5/2019
14 M1 400818 12314 S Lowe Ave. 8/5/2019
14 M1 402649 12321 S Michigan Ave. 8/5/2019
16 M1 401872 4518 W Congress Pkwy 8/5/2019
13 M1 400689 11629 S Stewart Ave. 8/5/2019
13 M1 402673 3655 W Ohio St. 8/5/2019
13 M1 402940 3653 W Ohio St. 8/5/2019
16 M1 403171 5517 W Rice St. 8/5/2019
14 M1 401546 1209 E 93rd St. 8/6/2019
13 M1 402578 6732 S Sangamon St. 8/6/2019
13 M1 401694 7534 S Maryland Ave. 8/6/2019
13 M1 403233 8624 S May St. 8/6/2019
12 M1 402435 12215 S Emerald Ave.. 8/6/2019
14 M1 400117 6031 S Aberdeen St. 8/6/2019
14 M1 401108 7130 S Sangamon St. 8/6/2019
14 M1 400690 12225 S Union Ave. 8/16/2019
15 M1 400195 12200 S Emerald Ave. 8/16/2019
18 M1 402067 1006 N Monticello Ave. 8/16/2019
12 M1 400080 7000-02 S Morgan St. 8/16/2019
13 M1 401738 7108 S Morgan St 8/16/2019
14 M1 400692 319 W 112th St. 8/16/2019
14 M1 401356 6949 S Loomis Blvd 8/16/2019
18 M1 401544 6727 S Loomis Blvd 8/16/2019
18 M1 400881 5810 S Peoria St. 8/16/2019
16 M1 401538 9235 S Dobson Ave 8/16/2019
18 M1 401919 2657 E 77th St. 8/16/2019
15 M1 403077 324 E 115th St. 8/16/2019
16 M1 401184 8033 S Chappel Ave 8/16/2019
18 M1 401149 4152 W Wilcox St. 8/16/2019
14 M1 400700 7220 S Aberdeen St. 10/2/2019
13 M1 402228 728 N Trumbull Ave 10/2/2019
17 M1 402078 10822 S Torrence Ave. 10/2/2019
12 M1 402722 848 W 51st St. 10/2/2019
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Demolition Liens Filed in 2019 as of 4:30 PM 11/08/2019

12 M1 403490 7406 S Wentworth Ave. 10/2/2019
13 M1 402378 6343 S Marshfield Ave. 10/2/2019
15 M1 402952 518 E 88th Pl. 10/2/2019
12 M1 403048 1212 W 63rd St. 10/16/2019
18 M1 400683 6912 S Green St. 10/16/2019
12 M1 401575 518 N Drake Ave. 10/16/2019
18 M1 403422 1223 W 73rd Pl. 10/16/2019
18 M1 402368 6842 S Sangamon St 10/16/2019
18 M1 400467 4044 W Fifth Ave. 10/16/2019
18 M1 400906 1649 W 59th St. 10/16/2019
17 M1 401516 2726 E 76th St. 10/16/2019
15 M1 400250 12428 S Parnell Ave. 10/30/2019
18 M1 400001 646 N Trumbull Ave. 10/30/2019
17 M1 401205 2863 W 21st St. 10/30/2019
17 M1 401062 5530 W Winchester Ave 10/30/2019
11 M1 402060 6937 S Normal Blvd 10/30/2019
14 M1 401736 4043 W Carroll Ave 11/6/2019
17 M1 403141 5653 S Paulina St. 11/6/2019
10 M1 402409 6610 S Ingleside Ave. 11/6/2019
14 M1 403267 5545 S Wolcott Ave. 11/6/2019
15 M1 402198 1714 W 61st St. 11/6/2019
16 M1 401255 1301 S Heath Ave. 11/6/2019
14 M1 401261 4214 W 16th St. 11/6/2019
16 M1 403193 541 N Kedzie Ave. 11/8/2019
18 M1 400755 629 N Lawndale Ave/ 11/8/2019
16 M1 400869 5612 S Oakley Ave. 11/8/2019
14 M1 402759 1261 S California Ave. 11/8/2019
13 M1 403310 316 W 51st St. 11/8/2019
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DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  
                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Mark A. Flessner 
  Corporation Counsel 
  
CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 
                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Date:  November 13, 2019 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  31-20 Suits  
 
The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 
November 8, 2019 to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   
 
Alderman Ramirez-Rosa asked for a list of cases in which the City has been sued when a City 
employee removed the belongings of a homeless individual and the disposition of such cases, and 
copies of any settlements or judgments resulting from same. 
 
The Department is aware of three cases: 
 
1.  Bryant, et al. v. City of Chicago.  The plaintiffs provided the City with a copy of the complaint 
before it was filed, and the City settled the matter without litigation having been filed.  The 
settlement agreement is attached. 
 
2.  Henderson v. City of Chicago, et al., No. 2016 L 2448 (Circuit Court of Cook County).  The 
case was settled, and the settlement agreement is attached. 
 
3.  Smith, et al. v. City of Chicago, et al., No. 2018 CH 00094 (Circuit Court of Cook County). 
The case was settled, and the settlement agreement is attached.  
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 











































































































































 
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:            The Honorable Pat Dowell  
                  Chairman, Committee on the Budget and Government Operations 
 
From:  Mark A. Flessner 
  Corporation Counsel 
  
CC:           Tiffany Sostrin 
                  Mayor’s Office of Intergovernmental Affairs 
 
Date:  November 13, 2019 
 
Re:  Request for Information from Annual Appropriation Committee Hearing 
 
ID#:  31-21 OC MWBE Spend 
 
The attached information is in response to questions posed at our department’s hearing on 
November 8, 2019, to discuss the proposed 2020 budget.   
 
Alderman Martin asked for the Department’s outside counsel spend in 2019. 
 
A list of outside counsel working for the City in 2019, ranked in order of total dollars paid as of 
October 25, 2019, is attached. 
 
As always, please let me know if you have any further questions. 



Law Firm Name Amount

Hale & Monico LLC $3,665,129

The Sotos Law Firm, P.C. $2,834,162

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP $2,535,529

Rock Fusco & Connelly, LLC $1,835,444

Borkan & Scahill, Ltd. $1,678,878

Nathan & Kamionski LLP $1,537,437

Jackson Lewis P.C. $1,312,994

Reiter Burns LLP $1,302,444

Michael Best & Friedrich LLP $1,149,539

Neal & Leroy, LLC $887,766

Leinenweber Baroni & Daffada LLC $844,173

Querrey & Harrow LTD $812,358

Greenberg Traurig $666,568

Ravitz & Palles P.C. $654,221

Laner Muchin, Ltd. $604,202

Franczek P.C. $588,302

Johnson & Bell, Ltd. $580,673

Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP $458,096

Foley & Lardner LLP $395,885

Thompson Coburn LLP $365,494

Schiff Hardin LLP, Chicago $326,042

Robbins Schwartz $320,528

Richard J. Prendergast Ltd. $277,126

Mayer Brown LLP $276,467

JBR Law Group LLC $237,073

Quintairos, Prieto, Wood & Boyer, P.A. $236,255

Dykema Gossett PLLC $213,812

Bracewell LLP $211,511

Ruberry, Stalmack & Garvey, LLC $168,625

Meyer & O'Connor $158,066

Ancel Glink, P.C. $143,935

Jones Day $140,534

Salvatore Prescott & Porter, PLLC $138,186

John McDonough, Attorney at Law $126,527

Dinsmore & Shohl LLP $97,640

Kaplan, Kirsch & Rockwell $91,366

Burke Burns & Pinelli, Ltd. $91,279

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP $84,762

Hinshaw & Culbertson $77,432

Hartigan & O'Connor $76,973

Robert Bastone $72,000

DEPARTMENT OF LAW

OUTSIDE COUNSEL APPROVED BILLINGS AS OF 10/25/19

(NON-BOND MATTERS)



Cotsirilos Tighe Streicker Poulos & Campbell $66,269

O'Connor & Battle, LLP $60,976

Fox Rothschild LLP $57,835

Anderson Kreiger $57,248

Del Galdo Law Group, LLC $54,784

MastersLaw $35,778

Karen M. Coppa LLC $35,125

McDermott Will & Emery LLP $34,751

Pugh, Jones & Johnson $33,444

The Farhavar Law Group $20,950

Charity & Associates, P.C. $18,143

Holland & Knight $14,402

Grant Law, LLC $13,300

Kulwin, Masciopinto & Kulwin, LLP $13,015

Christopher Torem, Esq. $12,475

Mathewson Right of Way Company $11,410

Jeffrey A. Burger, Attorney at Law $10,600

Laurie & Brennan LLP $8,963

Robbins, Salomon & Patt, Ltd. $8,639

Law Office of Lynn Mitchell $7,735

Perkins Coie LLP $7,375

Cotillas and Associates $6,850

Mullen Coughlin $6,750

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr $6,445

Johnson, Jones, Snelling, Gibert & Davis $6,372

Naomi Avendano, Esq. $6,125

Tristan & Cervantes $5,019

Lazaro Law Group, LLC $3,232

Feldesman, Tucker, Leifer, Fidell $1,888

Barnes & Thornburg LLP $1,353

Moss & Barnett $862

Quarles & Brady, LLP $561

Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, Ltd. $83

SUBTOTAL $28,904,181

Law Firm Name Amount

Nixon Peabody $250,000

Chapman and Cutler LLP $202,500

Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. $175,000

Pugh Jones & Johnson/ $167,500

Cotillas & Associates $125,000

Sanchez Daniels & Hoffman LLP $125,000

Mayer Brown LLP $112,500

Zuber Lawler & Del Duca $86,000

Thompson Coburn LLP $33,750

BOND MATTERS



Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP $15,000

Kutak Rock $15,000

Schiff Hardin $10,000

Reyes Kurson $5,000

SUBTOTAL $1,322,250

TOTAL $30,226,431
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